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Community Building and Music across the Lifespan
Since its inception the The Don Wright Faculty of Music has helped people of all ages and skill levels experience the joy 
of music. The Faculty has been committed to providing the highest quality of creative and scholarly experiences for 
aspiring musicians at the undergraduate and graduate level as well as amateur musicians from the community ranging 
in age from elementary school students to seniors.

The time has come to offer learning and performance spaces that match the calibre of our programs, faculty and 
students. In the early 1970s, a dedicated music building was designed and built and has since been home to many 
generations of students. Today, it is bursting at the seams and presents a number of challenges:

 • More than 700 students are using a building designed for 450
 • Dated HVAC system is damaging instruments
 • Rehearsal spaces are routinely overbooked
 • Lack of natural lighting and sufficient sound separation
 • Insufficient space for faculty and Western students 
 • No space for students to gather socially 
 • Limited practice or rehearsal space for community musicians (school groups, Young Winds Program participants and 
New Adult Horizons Band members)

This $25-million project involves two main elements—renovations and additions:

Renovations—to an existing wing of the current building will supply much needed teaching studios, seminar rooms and 
office spaces. A new 50 seat recital hall is being built and the Early Music Ensemble Suite will be housed here as well as 
redesigned lobby area and student gathering space. 

Additions—built on either side of the renovated wing will house critical new spaces. The east wing of the new Music 
Building will consist of a five-storey tower, housing mostly practice rooms, seminar and rehearsal classrooms, studios,  
the Percussion Suite and the Piano Technology Suite. The west wing will be home to the renovated and enhanced 
vonKuster Hall, as well as two large rehearsal halls designated for opera, large orchestral and wind band ensembles.

Western is investing $20 million, with the remaining $5 million to be raised through private sector support.



Building the Future
The completed Music Building will be an active participant in the making of music, from providing a home for our 
students, faculty and programs, to connecting people to music beyond the borders of our campus, to public concerts 
and to giving community musicians a wonderful place to play.
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Community outreach
More spaces means more community outreach 
programs. The Young Winds Program is one such 
program that gives students (ages 11 to 14) the 
opportunity for group lessons as well as a full 
band experience. In the 2013-2014 school year, 
75 individuals were taught by ten Western Music 
students.  

Lifelong love of music
Another program that will benefit from new space 
is the New Horizons Adult Band, which gives 150 
adults annually the chance to learn an instrument 
for the first time, or come back to playing with a 
group again after many years away from the joy of 
performing.

Community concerts
The Don Wright Faculty of Music offers nearly 400 concerts each year, with more than 35,000 patrons attending. 
Additional concert spaces will enrich the lives of performers and patrons alike.

Inspiring spaces = inspiring performances
Inspiring spaces bring out the best in performers. Superior facilities will not only attract more students, it will draw 
more prominent guest artists and lecturers to Western. 

Music is at the heart of our culture, a universal language that brings people together. Music changes lives. So do our 
donors. Charitable gifts from music lovers will help build a cultural gem in the heart of our city and campus that will 
connect people to music for many years to come.  With your help we will:

Foster education and training—for 750 Western music students, 120 full- and part-time faculty, many visiting 
performers and hundreds of community musicians. 

Create better environmental conditions—for instruments and systems that have been exposed to HVAC problems 
and flooding, resulting in high tuning and repair costs. Cost savings will be invested in new educational and community 
outreach programs.

Develop critical skills—through well-appointed public and practice spaces where musicians learn from faculty, develop 
their abilities and learn to take risks. These new rooms will serve as incubators for future educators and cultural 
ambassadors. 

Present inspiring performances—to the community through the nearly 400 concerts performed annually. New 
and improved concert spaces will enable a wide range of musical styles and offerings and will encourage the best 
performances from budding and established musicians alike.

Share why music matters—across the lifespan through community programs such as Young Winds, Musical Futures 
Canada and the New Horizons Adult Band. 
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