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1102a: Listening to Music 

 

Instructor: Dr. Kate Helsen (kate.helsen@uwo.ca) Office: TC 227 

GTA: Elyas Dejahang (edejahan@uwo.ca) and Gustavo Jimenez Pereira (gperei2@uwo.ca) 

 

Description:  

 There is a symbiotic relationship between enjoying music and understanding music, in which each 

aspect feeds and promotes the other. This course is focused on the elements of music that are often considered 

'universal': melody, rhythm, harmony, texture, timbre, dynamics, and form. These are the keys to enhance the 

enjoyment – and the understanding –  of every era and genre of music. Course materials have been developed 

for students who have little previous training in music, but students with a more extensive musical background 

may also find that their enjoyment of music, through focused listening, deepened. Most of the musical material 

considered here comes from the Western musical tradition, but some world music, pop music, and video game 

music have been integrated into the course content as well. In addition to focusing on specific pieces of music 

and cultivating an understanding of the basic musical elements through them, students will also be required to 

attend concerts over the semester and submit feedback. The rest of the evaluation will be based on online 

chapter tests and a final exam.    

 

Objectives: 

• Develop focused listening skills based on the elements of music 

• Expand an understanding of musical styles and contexts  

• Build critical thinking capacity, as a concert-goer and supporter of the arts  

• Improve and hone a musical vocabulary for writing about music 

 

Required (i.e., NOT optional) Text: 

• Forney, Kristine and Andrew Dell’Antonio. The Enjoyment of Music 14th ed. (E-text)  

o This text is found on an e-learning platform run by W. W. Norton which allows the user access 

to tutorials, embedded musical examples, analysis, and comprehension quizzes for the content 

presented in the text.  

o Please go to THIS LINK to buy: https://digital.wwnorton.com/enjmusic14   

▪ Our Student Set ID is: 736346 

Evaluation: 

• Eras quizzes: 4% x 10 = 40% 

o To be completed on OWL under “Tests & Quizzes”  

o Please refer to the OWL calendar or the schedule for this course for individual quiz due dates. 

• Four Concert written assignments: 5% x 4 = 20%  

o Fill out the Concert Written Feed-back form posted on OWL (under Resources) for four 

concerts.  

o The due date for the concert feed-back is one week after the concert took place.  

• Inquisitive Quizzes: 10% 

o These are found on the Norton website for this course.  

o The total grade on the Norton site, given as a percentage, will count for 10 final marks, or a mark 

out of 10, on the OWL gradebook.  

• Final exam: 30%  (Date and Time: TBA) 
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Course Notes:  

 

i)  Course Prerequisites: None. Unless you have either the prerequisites for this course or written special 

permission from your Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from 

your record. This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that 

you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites. 

 

ii)  Grading scale: A+=90-100%, A=80-89%, B=70-79%, C=60-69%, D=50-59%, F=0-49%. 

 

iii)  Academic Consideration for Student Absence & Missing Work (≥10%): Students are responsible for 

making up any missed classes or assignments as soon as possible. he University recognizes that a student’s 

ability to meet their academic responsibilities may, on occasion, be impaired by medical illness. Illness may be 

acute (short term), or it may be chronic (long term), or chronic with acute episodes. Academic Consideration 

provides students with consistent, fair, and pedagogically appropriate consideration, without compromising the 

academic integrity of the course or program, when they have been unable to complete some component of a 

course due to short-term extenuating circumstances. Students who have long-term or chronic medical conditions 

(physical or mental) that may impede their ability to complete academic responsibilities are directed to seek 

Academic Accommodation through Accessible Education (Academic Accommodation for Students with 

Disabilities). 

 

Documentation shall be submitted, as soon as possible and no later than 48 hours after the end of the period of 

absence covered, to the Academic Counselling unit or Office of the Associate Dean, Undergraduate (TC210), of 

the student’s Home Faculty together with a request for relief specifying the nature of the academic 

consideration being requested.  Students are directed to read the Senate Policy on Academic Consideration for 

Medical Illness at the following website for further details regarding various requirements and procedures for 

the supporting documentation:  

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/academic_consideration.pdf 

 

Whenever possible, students who require academic consideration should provide notification and 

documentation in advance of due dates, examinations, etc. Students must follow up with their professors and 

their Academic Counselling office in a timely manner. 

 

iv)  Academic Consideration for Missing Work (<10%): In cases where students miss work that is worth less 

than 10% of the total course grade (ie. two or fewer assignments) due to medical illness or compassionate 

grounds, if documentation is voluntarily submitted to the Associate Dean’s office and the Associate Dean grants 

an accommodation, then the missed assignment(s) or quiz(zes) will be discounted in the calculation of the final 

grade for the course. If documentation is not voluntarily submitted then the missed assignment(s) will receive a 

grade of zero. Students who have been denied accommodation by an instructor may appeal this decision to the 

Associate Dean’s office but will be required to present appropriate documentation. 

  

v) Academic Offences:  Submission of work with which you have received help from someone else (other than 

the course instructor or TA) is an example of plagiarism, which is considered a major academic offence. 

Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, the 

definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, as found at: 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf 

 

vi)  Mental Health & Wellness: Students that are in emotional/mental distress should refer to the Health and 

Wellness at Western page (https://www.uwo.ca/health/) for a complete list of options about how to obtain help 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/academic_consideration.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/health/


3 

 

or to go to the Wellness Education Centre located in Thames Hall room 2170. Students in crisis in need of 

immediate care are directed to go directly to Student Health Services in Thames Hall 2170 or to click on 

the big green “I Need Help Now” button on the Health and Wellness page above. 

 

vii)  Accommodation for Students with Disabilities: Students work with Accessible Education which 

provides recommendations for accommodation based on medical documentation or psychological and cognitive 

testing. The accommodation policy can be found here: 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf 

  

viii)  Religious Accommodation: Students should consult the University's list of recognized religious holidays 

(other than statuatory holidays), and should give reasonable notice in writing, prior to the holiday, to the 

Instructor and an Academic Counsellor if their course requirements will be affected by a religious observance. 

The Diversity Calendar from the Canadian Centre for Diversity and Inclusion provides information on 

multifaith, multicultural and diversity related holidays and observances and links to resources for more 

information. https://www.edi.uwo.ca/resources/2816-2023-Diversity-Calendar-PDF.pdf 

 

ix)  Contingency Plan: Although the intent is for this course to be delivered in-person, should any university-

declared emergency require some or all of the course to be delivered online, either synchronously (i.e., at the 

times indicated in the timetable) or asynchronously (e.g., posted on OWL for students to view at their 

convenience), the course will adapt accordingly.  The grading scheme will not change. Any assessments 

affected will be conducted online as determined by the course instructor. 

 

x) Gender-Based and Sexual Violence: Western is committed to reducing incidents of gender-based and 

sexual violence and providing compassionate support to anyone who has gone through these traumatic events.  

If you have experienced sexual or gender-based violence, either recently or in the past, you will find 

information about support services for survivors, including emergency contacts at 

https://www.uwo.ca/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html. To connect with a case manager or 

set up an appointment, please contact support@uwo.ca or call 519 661-3568. 

 

xiii) Examinations & Attendance: Any student who, in the opinion of the instructor, is absent too frequently 

from class or laboratory periods in any course will be reported to the Dean of the Faculty offering the course 

(after due warning has been given). On the recommendation of the department concerned, and with the 

permission of the Dean of that Faculty, the student will be debarred from taking the regular examination in the 

course. The Dean of the Faculty offering the course will communicate that decision to the Dean of the Faculty 

of registration. 

 

xiv)  Electronic Devices in Exams: Electronic devices of any type will not be permitted during the Final Exam 

in this course (unless required for accessibility reasons based on an approved accommodation request from 

Accessible Education). 

 

xv)  Electronic Devices in Classrooms: The in-class use of electronic devices (other than for instructor-

approved in-class uses) is expressly prohibited. Students found guilty of disrupting the class with electronic 

devices will be asked to leave the class and may be subject to disciplinary measures under the Code of Student 

Conduct.  

  

xvi)  Plagiarism Detection Software Usage: All required papers may be subject to submission for textual 

similarity review to the commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the 

detection of plagiarism, which includes AI writing detection tools. All papers submitted for such checking will 

be included as source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
https://www.edi.uwo.ca/resources/2816-2023-Diversity-Calendar-PDF.pdf
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subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently 

between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com (https://www.turnitin.com/). 

 

xvii)  Computer-marked Multiple-choice Tests or Exams: These may be subject to submission for similarity 

review by software that will check for unusual coincidences in answer patterns that may indicate cheating. 

 

https://www.turnitin.com/

